GLCI EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Minutes

October 1, 2009
T & SCRA

Austin, Texas

Present: Kent Ferguson, Wayne Hanselka, Jeff Goodwin, Gary Price, Rooter Brite, Bob Drake, Don Gohmert, Salvador Salinas, Stephen Diebel, Bob McCan, Diaz W. Murray, John Merrill, Jason Hohlt, Tim Reinke, Susan Baggett, Ryan Sauer, Linda Joy Stovall, Hughes Abell, Bob Muir, Cody Fry, Phil Gibson, Milton Greeson, Ted Paup, Kevin Pond
Absent:  Hugh Stone, Lynn Drawe, Scott Petty.
Meeting called to order at 2 p.m.  Prior Minutes not available.  Bob McCan gave the Budget Report. Jeff Goodwin served as State GLCI Liaison for Mark Moseley who had a prior commitment. 
National GLCI Steering Committee
Bob Drake said that the 4NCGL program will be in Sparks, Nevada on December 13-16, 2009.  Early registration ends October 15, 2009.  Drake also provided an update on the effort by NACD to pull together a stewardship effort focusing on public lands.  This effort is parallel to the GLCI but is focused on public lands.  More dialog on this effort will emerge at 4NCGL.
Nominating Report
Motion made to keep current slate of officers and approve Ron Sosebee as a Steering Committee member representing the panhandle area.  


Motion made by Bob McCan, Second Chip Merrill.  Passed Unanimously

4NCGL Reno

Brite reported that ranchers wanting to attend are approved to receive an $800 scholarship from Texas GLCI.  Early registration ends 10-15-09.  A list of those ranchers currently wanting to utilize the scholarships was reviewed.  If any additional ranchers want to attend, Moseley can help coordinate the details; contact him.  This support is made possible from an NRCS Contribution Agreement for $60,000.  This CA will provide scholarships and require that GLCI provide five grazing management events during FY10.
Report on Contribution Agreements

Ferguson reported on two grazing schools held with support from the Contribution Agreements of prior years.  Texas A&M Kingsville provided the schools, one at San Angelo in June and another in Kingsville in July.  Both schools included ranchers as well as NRCS/Partners and were taught by Dr. Poncho Ortega and Dr. Barry Dunn.  The leftover money in this Contribution Agreement has been rewritten into a new agreement to support another school tentatively planned for the Weatherford area in mid summer.  This CA is for $5479 and is to be completed during FY10. 
Goodwin and Reinke reported on the highly successful Livestock Stewardship Schools for ranchers held in Bowie, Edna, and Corsicana.  More are planned for the coming year. 
Jeff Goodwin reported that the Prescribed Burn Meeting Group decided to host a workshop/seminar in Central Texas in the late spring or early summer 2010.  This was a workgroup formed out of the TNLA process.  The main emphasis was on the way burn bans are differently interpreted by local county officials.  One barrier to providing a successful workshop/seminar is being able to understand the concerns of the local county officials.  Linda Campbell suggested surveying these officials.  In a recent GLCI Contribution Agreement, there was an item for a media campaign.  The workgroup for the Media Campaign was seeking a way to educate county officials, ranchers, agencies, and the public on effective prescribed burning.  In order to provide the appropriate media focus, a market survey was needed.  The Media Campaign then focused their efforts on the market survey. 

 Jason Hohlt reported on the Media Campaign.  The instrument to conduct the market survey of county officials has been completed by the Texas AgriLife Extension/Institute of Renewable Natural Resources.  The survey will be delivered on-line, to each county official via the Extension Agents, and in person to County Judge Conferences.  The survey will be completed and data analysis started by mid December.  Hohlt presented a quick overview of the survey to the recent Prescribed Fire symposium held in Kingsville. 
Kent Ferguson gave a briefing on the fifth of five workshops to feature the recently publish Grazing Land Stewardship Manual in Crockett.  NRCS provided funding to Texas AgriLife to conduct the five very successful workshops.  

Brite suggested it was time to re-evaluate the Texas Coalition committee membership and develop an annual plan.  

There being no further business, meeting was adjourned at 3 p.m.
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